forced the reset of regional strategic norms. This paper will explore why it is in both the Vietnamese refugees began to arrive in the United States fleeing victorious communist forces in Vietnam and paving the way for over a million more of their countrymen to follow. 3 Their ordeal and the risks they took to reach these shores underscored the fear the communist takeover represented.
Thirty eight years later and in light of the current regional issues in Southeast This also more importantly reinforced the reality that despite a shared political ideology, the growing dragon to the North that is China will always carry a sword unsheathed ready to strike its smaller neighbor to the South.
This eternal threat increasingly shapes and drives Vietnamese diplomacy and strategy as Vietnam takes its place as a regional power. The Guard Soldiers and assets are available to provide a myriad of support and training opportunities from medical support, disaster relief, homeland defense/security, and training/exercise opportunities from small unit to large scale training opportunities such as Cobra Gold in Thailand. Other areas of concern that these forces could provide technical and/or hands on support are border/port security which could assist in mitigating some Vietnamese-Chinese tension as well as demining operations. 30 Demining is an extremely important issue in Vietnam. An estimated that 3.5 million 13 mines as well as 300,000 tons of unexploded ordinance remain within Vietnam from multiple conflicts. These weapons account for approximately 2,000 civilian casualties each year. 31 While these are a form of military power they also deliver a positive informational effect to the Vietnamese People and Government demonstrating in actions, not words, that American Soldiers are committed to the health and safety of our partners.
With the conclusion of the Vietnam war 1,971 Americans were unaccounted for.
As of 1 August, 2012 with the assistance and support of Vietnam, 689 of those have been located and identified with another 597 listed as "no further pursuit" meaning it has been determined they were killed and no remains can be recovered. This represents the closure of 65% of these cases. These recovery missions marked the first milestone 
